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The book you hold in your hands may be a source of inspiration for the development of children‘s 
creativity within your common activities and will also help you integrate them with your surroun-
dings, houses, landscape and the city in all its appearances.

Architecture for children, teachers and practically for everybody.

The idea came to the ArtSchool from as far as the north of Europe. In Finland, right in Helsinki, the 
city of Alvar Aalto and the unique Marimekko design, a school of architecture for children and youth 
named Arkki has been conducting its activities for many years now. Their play-based approach to 
architecture and environmental education for children has been an inspiration to us.

Our intended collaboration with Arkki unfortunately did not happen, so to create a concept of acti-
vities related to architecture for children, We had to start from scratch. We needed to find creative, 
skilful and nice people to help us with its content. We wanted to create an international environment 
and that is how we learned about the International Visegrad Fund, thanks to which you are holding 
the finished book. However our greatest thanks go to the teachers, architects, friends, parents, 
artists, children and all those who took part, played and had fun with us.

The Small Grant funding allowed us to organize an architecture workshop for teachers, where we 
found out about similar initiatives in the Czech Republic, we inspired each other, presented our 
projects, thought about architecture together and created games. We also drafted the content of 
the summer school of architecture for children, during which we then tested the whole concept of 
the activities in preparation with children. It was full of action,  with both natural and urban environ-
ments very much present. The children were in no mood to stop and go home and everybody was 
leaving tired, but smiling.

Besides presenting our results so far, this book also provides instructions to games and activities. 
Take it just as a starting point, further develop and adapt the games and enjoy yourselves. Teach 
children to pay attention to their surroundings, then they will matter more to them.
 
We wish you a lot of fun!  

ArtSchool / initiator of the project

Hana Ryšavá / patron of the project and founder of ArtSchool

Karolína Tichá / coordinator of the project

Lucie Nippertová / architect of the project

Eva Veselá / designer of the project and the publication

Foreword
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Architecture and town planning are not words meant only for professionals. They 
actually encompass the whole world in which we live. Many phenomena of our 
everyday life belong to this sphere and concern every one of us. They reach into 
various areas that in fact translate into school subjects. Far from being just art, they 
also include physics, civics, geography, biology, history and more. Teaching children 
about the environment around us is more important than ever. The point is not for 
them to become architects. It is an ever greater need for people to be aware of their 
surroundings, foster respect for them while being sensitive to negative phenomena 
and demanding quality. It naturally presents itself as an important part of the 
teacher‘s mission which deserves to be integrated into the regular learning process. 
Of course teachers need to educate themselves in this area and this is exactly what 
we would like to contribute to.

The meeting aimed to initiate participants into the topic of architecture for children and, equally 
important, connect like-minded people. We divided the weekend into three differently focused parts:

Architecture For  
Teachers
Introduction to the topic of 
architecture and town planning 
in the form of exercise and 
a worksheet with different 
categories of architectural 
means and aims. Brainstorming 
and discussion about the 
topics of games for children.

Present Initiatives  
and Their Methods
Presentation of the already 
existing initiatives focusing 
on architecture for children. 
Opinions and experience 
of personalities actively 
engaged in this field.

Selected Games and 
Activities For Children
The last topic focused on the 
summer school of architecture 
for children which followed 
and which almost all the 
participants enrolled for. We 
discussed the curriculum and 
the chosen games.

1 2 3

Architecture For Teachers

Architecture For Teachers



Author Zsuzsanna Mészáros / Budapešť 

Architectural composition needs to be understood – principles of architecture (rhythm, proportions, 
contrast, ... ) and the tools for their fulfilment (form, material, light, ...). A picture of a structure is 
projected in the landscape and the task is to find the best possible harmonisation of the two 
elements.

After that a discussion among teachers should be prompted on the theme of games for children 
linked to architectural principles. Think together about what themes are important to be transferred 
to children, the best way of their passing over and what name to choose for the resulting game. 
Suggestions are used as ideas underlying new activities. 

1 Architecture For Teachers

Express yourself without talking! (children should express 
a situation or a feeling with  means other than speech)

Wake up your senses (try and perceive the world 
differently – use a mirror to look at the ceiling, listening 
through a funnel,...)

Weigh it! (trying to balance different materials first and 
things from the same materials but of different shapes; try 
how long it takes before they hit the ground)

How do you feel in a particular place? (every child brings 
a small toy and creates an ideal room for it; we chat about 
it, whether the room is large enough, how the toy may 
feel in it and how it would feel in someone else‘s house ...)

One‘s favourite place (where you have been the happiest, 
your favourite memory; show the others round this place, 
taking the form of an imaginary tour in an empty room)

For Example

4h
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A list of lecturers and presented topics 
relating to architecture for children.

Kristýna Stará / Praha / www.architektiveskole.cz  

kristyna@architektiveskole.cz

Current situation when it comes to educating 
children about architecture. The beginning and 
activities of the initiative Architects at School.

Alice Křížová-Stuchlíková / Brno / alicest@email.cz

During one semester, students of the Faculty of 
Education, Masaryk University, prepared under 
her guidance different topics from architecture 
or town planning in the format of books, 
methodological sheets and other activities.

Petr Jakšík / Praha / yakisyk@gmail.com

Own approach to giving children ideas about 
architecture and town planning. Experience of 
the architecture workshop for children which 
took place under his guidance in Olomouc.

Slávka Bulíková (Slovensko) / Šamorín   

www.kreativne.wixsite.com/info / bulikova@gmail.com

Domografia project (2010-2013), a touring 
exhibition of the present-day Slovak 
architecture. Why couldn‘t an exhibition go out 
to meet people? Each of us has different ideas 
about a home. Films with stories of residents 
who had the courage to build differently, in 
their own taste, were shown on a side-car in 
the pavilion. Also a footage about her studio 
Lumiér and awareness-raising education about 
architecture through photography

7h2 Current Initiatives and Their Methods

Zsuzsanna Mészáros (Maďarsko) / Budapešť   

www.designped.com / zsuzska.meszaros@gmail.com

Own experience of guiding the children she 
teaches at Budapesti Fazekas Mihaly Elementary  
and Secondary School. As an architect and 
teacher she also creates and conducts a lot of 
games, activities and projects for children, which 
many times have real effects (such as improvement 
of school spaces including fund-raising).

Katerzyna Trojanowska (Polsko) / Kraków  

www.villa.org.pl / kasia@villa.org.pl

They organize a day and night of the 
Renaissance culture in the Renaissance Decius 
House for children every year. Next time they 
would like to highlight architectural aspects.

You will find more inspiration and contact 
information   in the memorandum Architecture 
in Education which resulted from an 
interdisciplinary meeting within the cycle 
Architects‘ Open Think-Tank (OTTA) on the 
subject of „Education, or architecture as part of 
elementary education“, organized by a beneficial 
society Plzeň 2015, o. p. s., and the Czech 
Chamber of Architects (ČKA) in cooperation 
with the organizations Architects at School, the 
Transformations Foundation and ARCHIP on  
1. April 2014 at the Community House of Music  
in Plzeň.

Architecture For Teachers / Current Initiatives and Their Methods
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It is not our aim to educate new architects, our focus is on increasing the public 
awareness about importance of the environment we live in, as well as the fact that 
it is within the power of every citizen to influence or change it. Where else to start 
than with children. Children learn at school about visual arts, ecology, about politics 
and and how our society functions, which is all right. But only few teachers will talk 
to them about houses, cities, settlements and how important they are for our life, the 
surroundings we all move about every day of our life...

Curriculum
Framework topics through which we tried to outline  
a broad span of architecture and town planning :

Age Range
Fifteen children aged 4 to 12 years attended our summer school. As this age span is too large 
for many activities, we split up children into two groups according to age and ability. We further 
adapted the activities to suit the groups. Descriptions of the games on the following pages always 
specify the age group that played the game with – PRE-SCHOOLERS (4-7), SCHOOLCHILDREN 
(8-12). We recommend that games are used or transformed depending on individual consideration, 
experience and specific child group. We also recommend breaks in activities whenever considered 
as needed.

We request that the published activities be not used for commercial purposes unless contacting the 
author prior to their intended use. In the case any activity is published on a different portal, please 
specify the source. We will welcome your impressions from the tried-out games and ideas for 
improvement :) Mutual experience and opinion sharing always contributes to the way forward!

Architecture For Children

1 City Around Us
2  Houses It is Made of
3 What is Inside Them

Architecture For Children



How do you feel in the city?
We are planning a city!

Activities focused on exploring our surrounding environment in a broader context. Natural 
environment is given deserved attention in education today, whereas urban environment gains 
hardly any. Nevertheless almost 70% of our population live in towns and cities.

1 City Around Us
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How do You Feel In The City?

Author Aleška Čeňková, Zuzana Zbořilová (Město letí!)
Modifications Jana Netíková 

We perceive the world around us not only through eyesight, but through other senses as well. 
Our purpose is to guide children toward realizing the quality (and non quality) of their surrounding 
environment.

Prepare pictures from urban environment, ideally  positive and negative in equal proportion.
To begin with, ask children whether they know what are senses and what senses humans have. 
While chatting suggest to them the idea that we perceive the world not just through sight, but also 
through hearing, smell and touch.

1,5 hours

1 
Project the prepared pictures on the screen 
and ask the kids what senses they would use 
in that particular place at that moment (e.g. to 
smell the scent of flowers, hear the whisper 
of leaves in the wind, ...). Do not let the kids 
judge if they like the given situation or not. Just 
discuss the perceptions.

2 
Give the printed pictures to children and ask 
them to sort them into the positive and negative 
ones. If they are in doubt, they can make a 
neutral pile. After that discuss their choices 
together and help the kids sort out the neutral 
ones. Also discuss about how the not very nice 
conditions could be changed and if they had 
similar experiences of their own.

Teaching Aids 
pictures of different situations from urban environment

Examples
blooming flowerbed in the park, overflowing dustbin, crowding in public 
transport, chaos at a big crossroads in the city, tailback of cars on  
a multilane highway, nice  playground,…
Sources
GEHL, Jan. Cities for People. Brno: Partnership, c2012. ISBN 978-80-260-
2080-6. Internet

SCHOOLCHILDREN

Age Group 
preschoolers
schoolchildren

Architecture For Children / City Around Us



BONUS!
Using the same pictures you can play 
the STATUES game. Show the kids  
a picture and ask them to pose as a 
statue that they think might fit in that 
place. Then walk around the room 
and whoever you tap on his/her 
shoulder, they start moving and tell 
the others what kind of statue they 
represent and why. (Such as a park 
in blossom - a statue of a person 
running in joy)

You will need an empty room for this activity.

An important point is to give the kids only the necessary instruction throughout the activity and let 
them find answers by themselves. You should rather ask questions than give answers.

1 
Before showing them each picture help the 
kids experience different feelings in the space. 
„Imagine yourself being in ...“ Show them the 
prepared pictures and ask what senses they 
would use in that particular place at that 
moment. Engage the kids in physical activities 
inspired by each picture - smell flowers, make 
sounds of whispering leaves, flutter and chirp 
like birds,...
2
Mark one wall in the room as ´positive´ (yes, 
I would like to be there) and the opposite 
wall as ´negative´ (no, I wouldn‘t like being 

there). Mark out a neutral territory in the 
middle between the walls. Then show the 
kids pictures one by one and ask them to run 
either side of the room to express their view. 
After the kids divide, you can change from a 
teacher into a reporter, who alternately comes 
to either side to ask about the citizens‘ views 
and why they have made their choice. Children 
often see things from a surprising angle of 
view and so you may learn that Martínek likes 
being in an crowded busy parking lot, because 
there must be a lot of people there to chat 
with, or a street strewn with dog poop is 
super, because it‘s obstacles they can skip.

>

PRESCHOOLERS
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We are Planning A City – Schoolchildren

Inspiration Aleška Čeňková, Zuzana Zbořilová (Město letí!)
Modifications Lucie Nippertová

The purpose is to acquaint children with the concept of urban structure and its various forms (and 
reasons for their development). The city is made up of many layers and so it cannot be designed 
by only one person; great many experts are needed. Children themselves will play at planners and 
build their own city. When preparing this activity you could ideally turn to a professional for support 
(architect, urbanist, landscape architect).
 

URBAN STRUCTURES
Show the kids an orthophotomap of the city they live in (in our case it was Brno). Ask them if they 
have seen a picture of the city from that point of view before, if they can locate houses, streets,... 
Next ask the kids to try and show where the city walls were earlier located and where squares are. 
This will bring you to the theme of a city growth, you will gradually screen your picture presentation: 
The original walls and city („what, could it be so small?!“) > the square, its use earlier and today > 
rivers and their importance for founding of cities > streets branching off the city centre and continu-
ed city growth > tearing-down of city walls, reasons and causes > formation of a city park circle > 
pictures of important buildings (let children guess what kind of houses they are).

Next, show them similar cities (Vienna as the model city for Brno, later other Czech cities with torn-
-down walls - Olomouc, Plzeň, České Budějovice,...). Tell children about why most Czech cities and 
towns look like that (growing cities,...).

Then show the kids pictures of maps of other cities which in contrast developed in a different way, 
and explain why. Cities built to a design (most of them American - e.g. Philadelphia, New York). Cities 
inspired by modern ideals (garden city, Palmanova,...). Futuristic ideals (a walking city,...).

3 hours

Teaching Aids 
presentation on the subject of urban structures, slips for drawing 
different natural conditions, crayons, markers,... colour adhesive 
tapes, a marker for drawing on plastic, scissors

Sources
GEHL, Jan. Cities for People. Brno: Partnership, c2012. ISBN 978-80-
260-2080-6. Internet

Age Group 
schoolchildren
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WE ARE PLANNING A CITY!
„Your task now will be to plan a city together!“ But to make it like in real life, children must know first, 
where their town will be situated. Use a set of prepared slips for drawing options. The results of the 
draw then determine basic terrain characteristics - WATERS (one, two or three rivers ...), TOPOGRA-
PHY (a plain, one or more hills, a valley in the mountains,...), ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE (thick forests, 
fertile soil, mineral resources,...), CLIMATE (drought and heat, humidity and rain, a temperate region 
– be the last to draw and remove the options incompatible with the previous ones before that). Talk 
about the individual areas with the kids and discuss what they brings to their city - give the kids 
room to talk and guide them with your questions (thick forests - timber trade, sawmills, paper mills; 
mineral resources - industrial city). After that, everyone will first employ their imagination individually 
and think about how to use the drawn characteristics of the land, and gradually the kids must arrive 
at the final common proposal which they draw on the floor using adhesive tapes.

„Kids, keep in mind the city is not planned by just one person! Many specialists are needed who 
must collaborate with each other.“ There were four areas chosen for the purpose of this activity. 
Children form groups based on their own preferences, they get a particular colour of adhesive tape 
and the powers to take decisions within their industry.

Water engineers (blue 
tape) - know the most 
about waters and 
river surroundings, 
e.g. they can warn the 
architects the building 
is too close and at risk 
of flooding,...

Transport engineers 
(black tape) take 
care of transport 
infrastructure, 
building roads where 
they serve the best 
purpose

Architects (yellow 
and red tapes) are 
in charge of house 
construction, they 
should pay attention 
to an even distribution 
of functions over the 
city, ...

Landscape and 
garden architects 
(green tape) make 
sure there is enough 
greenery in the town, 
enough parks, trees 
in the streets, create 
free-time zones along 
with architects,...

Children then create a town together using adhesive tapes. They must talk over things, some 
groups more often, others less. The kids need to be reminded a couple of times they are „profe-
ssionals“ and what it means. If for example a landscape architect says there is not enough green 
in the area, the others should listen to him, because it is him who knows the best. At the end (or 
also during the activity) it is good to walk through the city with the kids, let them show you round.

>

Architecture For Children / We are Planning A City – Schoolchildren



Inspiration Aleška Čeňková, Zuzana Zbořilová („ Město letí! “)
Modifications Jana Netíková, Zsuzska Mészáros 

The purpose is to acquaint children with the concept of urban structure and its various forms (and 
reasons for their development). The city is made up of many layers and so it cannot be designed 
by only one person; great many experts are needed. Children themselves will play at planners and 
build their own city.

1. BIKING THROUGH BUDAPEST
Prepare a picture presentation „The Story of a City“. We talked about Budapest. The presentation 
follows Zsuzska riding a bike through the city and stopping by at different places until she reaches 
her place of work. Zsuzska described her ride as a story. „...Here‘s where I live. Every morning I get 
on my bike and go to work. First I stop by at the post-office where send a postcard to my granny. 
The next stop is at the florist‘s - I buy flowers for a friend in hospital and right go on to give them 
to her. Here is the hospital...“ In this way children are introduced to the topic of diversity of a city, 
houses and places you find in it and what their use is. As the story unfolds, children naturally learn 
more about urban functional systems. For example: „If I turned right from this street, I could go round 
this part of the city over and over again, because that‘s how this street is built.“

2. WE ARE BUILDING BUDAPEST!
Now let‘s build Budapest together! Draw a simplified city structure with chalk on the floor in advance. 
Hand out cut-up pieces of colour adhesive tapes to children for them to stick them in places. Discu-
ss the colours - what will green represent? (parks) what about blue? (rivers) what kind of roads shall 
we make?.

We are Planning A City – Preschoolers

3 hours

Teaching Aids 
presentation on the theme of a city, colour adhesive tapes, chalk, 
Kapla construction kits and others - Lego, building blocks,...)
colour self-adhesive labels, var. clothes (worn by a construction 
supervisor, estate agent, ...)

Sources
Internet

Age Group 
preschoolers
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3. WE BUILD HOUSES!
Ask the kids what has stuck in their memory most, help them recollect as many situations and 
buildings as possible. Children will build, each on its own, all kinds of different houses in the city: we 
have used a Kapla set. Choose one place to be a shop with material and issue it to children. Kapla 
is everything using a little imagination - metal, wood, wires, ... Ask them questions about materials 
they are building from, what elements they use, if they have a chimney already, make a discount on 
concrete, iron rods... You can give them „cash“ for which they will buy the material; we have decided 
to use striking hands in confirmation of payment in this game without limiting children‘s purchases.  
If they get overstocked, close the shop and have them start building. When they are near completion, 
form a train with the kids: you are tourists making a tour of the houses. You make a check together 
to see if any of them stand in the way, in the river and suchlike. The kids explain what kinds of 
houses they have built. Next ask them if some may be missing and encourage them to add those 
missing.

4. BUILDING PERMIT
While children are building, one teacher dresses up as a building authority officer (folders for 
papers, pencil, helmet,...), he enters the room unannounced, goes round individual houses and 
checks whether their construction is approved. „Have you got a construction permit? Unless you 
want me to pull the house down, come to the building office!“ With these words he/she sends the 
kids to the room next door, where the other teacher has already white sticky papers prepared 
and hands them out to the kids, who then must stick them onto their structures. After some time 
when kids went on building uninterrupted, a teacher in the role of an officer from the environmental 
department comes to make a check. „Have you got an approval? A place for dustbins? And what 
about sewerage? And a chimney? Is everything verified?“ He again sends them to the competent 
office where they will get a green paper. In our game a real estate agent was the next to come, 
he tried to persuade the kids to sell him their houses, handed out business cards and, surprisingly, 
bought most of the houses. The last visitor was a tabloid reporter. „I hear this is an attractive 
neighbourhood - not everybody has a building permit here and still one house after the other are 
sold!“ He makes interviews with the kids-architects, collects interesting gossip and takes pictures... 
In this playful way children meet with different situations from real life.

5. STORM
Finally a storm comes rushing. This must be done prudently and consider the group‘s composition 
and age range – first tell them something is going to happen. „Attention please, attention please,  
a weather report has just arrived saying that a hundred-year storm is to sweep through the city in 

>

Architecture For Children / We are Planning A City – Preschoolers



5 minutes‘ time!“ Then a storm rushes in - two persons in raincoats would make the effect, running 
about the room and tearing things down. Provide a running commentary: „It is an element, it takes 
everything, makes no differences, it is just!“ and it leaves no place intact indeed. Kids should be 
comforted right after that, summarize the situation and repeat all the things learnt: „Now we know 
we need the building permit, the inspection from the environmental department and we learned 
how to build houses, too! Next time they will be far more stable and withstand a storm! Such natural 
disasters will happen from time to time.“ Of course this part can be left out.

6. CLEANING CREW
Next mobilize the kids as the cleaning crew. We get ‚heavy equipment‘ (brooms, ...) and get to work. 
We clean up everything, shake on it and eat a snack to reward ourselves. :) Of course this variation 
can be also played with older children and obtaining the permit can be elaborated in specific steps 
more like in reality.

On the basis of Budapest plan are based all other building projects.
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Origami Houses
Dwellings
Materials Used For building Houses
The Facade

It is houses which, among other things, in large part influence and form the 
urban environment. This chapter includes activities concerned with various 
aspects of structures – sociological, constructional, aesthetic,...

2 Houses City is Made 

Architecture For Children / Houses City is Made



Origami Houses

Teaching Aids
colour and white paper sheets, scissors, adhesives, 
crayons, markers, wax crayons,....

Author Slávka Bulíková

The kids create their own little house based on stepwise instructions. The task includes elements 
of art therapy.

* more suitable for preschoolers

Doporučujeme, aby lektor vyráběl společně s dětmi svůj vlastní domek a mohl tak případné  
nejasnosti názorně ukazovat bez zásahu do výtvoru některého z dětí.

1 
Each kid chooses three 
sheets, each of different 
colour, which they cut into 
strips and then into squares 
(there must be no accurate 
size or shape).

2
Fold an origami house from 
paper together with the kids.

3
The kids stick squares on the 
roof - roof tiles. Motivate them 
to stick the squares in position 
nicely just next to each other 
along the line of the roof 
which they can draw before-
hand. (see instructions –page 23)

4
Declare one part of the house 
as facing the street. Tell them 
about a diverse array of things 
we can find on the front side 
and that everybody passing 
by will see them. As you talk, 
children already draw acce-
ssories on their house using 
whatever drawing tools they 
choose. „ ...a letter-box, for 
the postman to know where to 
drop a letter from Granny. Bell, 
house number. Door. Windows 
where we can have curtains, 
flowers, ...“

5
In the same way we shall „do“ 
the other side of the house. 
We emphasize that this side of 
the house is hidden from the 
view of whoever is not invited. 
„It is only yours and nobody 
else‘s here, only people you 
invite can come here. Here 
can be a bird feeder, bench,...“

6
Finally the kids create a garden 
of any desirable size from 
green paper. Again we inspire 
them by narrating to create its 
elements. „a lake, trees and  
a fence,...“ Imagination has no 
limits, everything is allowed! 

2 hours

Age Group 
preschoolers*
schoolchildren
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Resulting works then reveal different aspects of children‘s state of mind as shown by their choice 
of colours, style of drawings on the front and back sides of the house (what others see and what 
is their inner world), nonetheless without education in art therapy this activity lacks this deeper 
aspect.

The kids themselves come to realize in this way the meaning of the terms public and private spaces 
and learn how to think about different parts of houses and housing.
 
We recommend that the teacher creates his/her own house along with the kids and thus can show 
them solutions of possible unclear elements without direct advice.

>
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Dwellings

Author Jana Netíková, Lucie Nippertová,  Zsuzska Mészáros

We discuss different types of homes with children, using a fairy tale and pictures. Then children 
build their own homes from branches.

HOMES ACROSS THE WORLD
Tell children a fairy tale about the caveman and 
how and why he built his very first dwelling (see 
the aids). Then show them pictures of a varied 
array of homes from all over and let them guess 
what they are called, who built them and where 
(e.g. igloo + Inuits + the North Pole, or teepee 
+ Indians + America,...). Talk about why human 
dwellings look differently (impact of climate, 
local materials,...)

BUILD YOUR OWN DWELLING!
Split the kids into groups (based on their 
own preferences) that will represent tribes of 
Aborigines. Each group chooses a sign that you 
will paint on their faces with colouring paints 
(the red lightning, white heart, blue star,...). In 
the garden show them materials they can use 
and describe their task to build a dwelling for 
themselves  as a team. Choose one place to 
become a shop, where you will offer fabrics, 
cords, colour adhesive tapes and other items. 

The kids must always specify how many 
inches or cubits they want; they must measure 
the place, think about it rationally and learn 
different measures according to which things 
can be measured and weighed. The payment is 
imaginary, by striking hands.

Younger children (4-6) made rather small supp-
lementary items from cords and sticks. Later 
they may offer them to the older kids for their 
dwellings and gradually they may even merge. 
If they wanted to build their own dwellings, they 
would need assistance all through the process.
If you need to remove the structures by the 
next day, as we did, you can prompt the buil-
ding authority officer to come again to check 
the building permit (which the kids unfortunately 
forgot to get before starting to build) and tear 
down the homes right away. An ideal alternative 
it to let the homes stand. Thus children can 
come back and improve them on a continuous 
basis.

Architecture For Children / Houses City is Made / Dwellings

3 hours

Age Group 
preschoolers
schoolchildren

Teaching Aids 
fairy tale about building one‘s home (we have used a fairy tale about 
a caveman from the game „The Warmth of Home“ on the portal  
www.architektiveskole.cz), pictures of various dwellings, suitable 
outside space with branches and other natural material, fabrics, 
cords, scissors, colour adhesive tapes

Sources
www.architektiveskole.cz, Internet
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What are Houses Built From?

Inspiration Architects at school
Modifications Jana Netíková

This activity is aimed at children to learn about basic materials for house construction.

FAIRY TALE 
Play the kids a video of the fairy tale The Three Little Pigs, who built houses each for itself out of 
straw, stone and wood (available e.g. at www.youtube.com). Next try and retell the whole story 
together and discuss the properties of materials – how light or heavy they are, if it is easy or difficult 
to build something resting on them, how long they last and suchlike. „Why did the straw house made 
by one piggy go down when a wolf blew on it? Why did the stone house stayed standing?“
After that try a short reenactment of the story ‚on stage‘, where each child plays some part (from 
the wolf to the brick house) and the teacher is the narrator. For example: „And the pig built a house 
out of straw“ - two children brace their hands against each other‘s to outline a house - „The wolf 
blew on it and the house went down.“ - another child blows hard and the two making the house fall 
on the ground.

PRESENTATION OF MATERIALS
This activity is based on the game ‚What houses are built from‘ at www.architektiveskole.cz, which 
focuses on brick, stone and timber as building materials. Divide children into smaller groups for their 
discussion with the teacher. Prepare samples of real items made of each material and experiment 
with them, discuss their properties (e.g. different stones - smooth/coarse, light/heavy,...), possible 
use and suchlike.

2 hours

Teaching Aids 
material samples – stones, straw, wood, brick, models of houses 
made of spatulas? (timbered house), clay

Sources
www.architektiveskole.cz – ‚What are houses built from?‘
www.youtube.com – ‚Silly Symphony - The Three Little Pigs‘

Age Group 
preschoolers

Architecture For Children / Houses City is Made / What are Houses Built From?



Finally stand in the middle of the longer side of the room and say various statements about the 
materials. Children make the true or false choice. Those who agree run to one side, those who 
don‘t to the other. (The statements from the game ‚What houses are built from‘ can be used).
The game demands great concentration from children and dedication of the animator.
Tato část je náročná na dětskou pozornost a proto vyžaduje velké zapálení animátora.

HOUSE MADE OF SPATULAS
Make houses out of spatulas upfront, using a timbering method similar to ‚roubenka‘ (see a photo). 
Give children clay and straw to work with. Their task is to fill the joints between the spatulas and 
make a straw roof.

>

GALLERY
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What is A Facade?

Inspiration Architects at school
Modifications Jana Netíková

The purpose is to outline the kids the function of a facade on buildings, show them different 
possibilities and finally design your own decorative motifs.

2 hours

Age Group 
preschoolers
schoolchildren

Teaching Aids 
images of various types of facade on different types of houses, 
potatoes, pastry cutters, rubber, tempera colours

Sources
www.architektiveskole.cz – ‚The role of the building facade‘

GALLERY

Architecture For Children / Houses City is Made / What is A Fasade?



What Is A Facade?
Show children images/slides of different houses 
– different colours, details, historical and 
current elements, windows, roofs, typical and 
atypical, and point to their specific features.
Ask children what colour is their house, what it 
is built of,...

Explain the term ‚facade‘. You can find 
inspiration in the game ‚The role of the building 
facade‘ at www.architektiveskole.cz (comparing 
buildings to the human body – the skeleton, 
skin,...).

Design Your Own Facade!
Children take large format (A2) sheets of paper. 
Each of them will draw an outline of a house 
as they like plus windows, doors, floors,... and 

We Recommend 
‚THE ROLE OF THE BUILDING FACADE‘
>  www.architektiveskole.cz

PRESCHOOLERS

SCHOOLCHILDREN

>

think about what kind of facade/face will suit 
their house.

Now potatoes and pastry cutters come into 
play. Hand out potatoes cut in halves and let 
them choose three cutters. Each child will 
create three stamps (help them with cutting).
Set aside a place for colours in the room, 
where children will come to dip their cutters. 
By transferring the patterns they will gradually 
cover their houses with facades. After that they 
can of course finish them with other colours 
and painted shapes.

Then cut out the finished houses and paste 
them on large cardboard sheets. Before that, 
children can paint the cardboard in tempera 
using paint rollers and try out regular facade 
painting in this way. :)
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3  What is Inside

Details Around Us
Map Of A Flat
What Kind Of Rooms Have You Got At Home?
Ideal Room

The last theme explores what we find inside buildings and rooms. People tend to 
spend more and more time inside and the quality of this environment is equally 
important, whether we speak of aesthetics or practical or functional solutions.

Architecture For Children / What is Inside



Details Around Us

Inspiration Proměny Foundation - „A Picture Gallery in the Garden“
Modifications Jana Netíková, Karolína Tichá,  Zsuzska Mészáros

Focus on attention to details in the environment around us. Also useful for getting to 
know a new environment.

Prepare paper frames of different shapes, two pieces of each, so that the 
child can put one frame to the examined detail and the other same piece 
to the surface (T-shirt, paper), where they will copy the detail.
 
Then offer the frames to children. Their task is to walk around the place 
(indoor space, garden,...), observe the surroundings through the ‚viewfin-
der‘ of the frame and focus on details they normally may not notice. Let 
children make their own frames if they want to.

When children find an interesting place, they put a frame on it and the 
other same piece on their T-shirt (or paper). They trace the outline of the 
frame and then draw inside it what they see.

Children can write their names on their T-shirts (introduction) and draw 
freely on the remaining space  (happens spontaneously mainly with 
younger kids).

Of course T-shirts are not a must, ordinary sheets of paper will do as well.

Teaching Aids
A pair of cut-out frames of different shapes (circles, triangles, 
rectangles, chance shapes), white T-shirts, felt-pens for fabric

Sources
www.promenyproskoly.cz > Inspire yourself > Activities with 
children, parents and teachers

1.5  hours

Age Group 
preschoolers
schoolchildren
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Map of A Space

Teaching Aids 
copies of the plan of a flat, school or other premises 
where the game takes place, pencils for all

Author  Zsuzska Mészáros, Jana Netíková, Lucie Nippertová

Children will learn more about the interior environment around them, read the house plans and use 
their spatial imagination.

1 hour

Draw a plan of a flat, school or other premises where the game takes place and get a sufficient 
number of copies of a larger size for children to have enough space for taking down notes and 
sizes.

Ask children if they have heard the expression ‚ground plan‘ before and know its meaning. „Every 
house has its plan based on which it is built. It is actually a map which tells us where different rooms 
are situated and how to get there...“

Ask children if they know how windows and doors are marked. Where on the plan do they find 
themselves now? Then take them to the entrance and walk round the whole flat, show them all its 
quiet corners. Make a stop in every room. Let the kids guess first, where they are (or correct their 
guess) and have them draw the route through which they entered the room.

Next measure the room - though not with a rule, use a different measure. „How long is the room 
measured by human steps? How many hen‘s steps is the length of this wall? How many frog‘s leaps 
need to be made diagonally? How many brooms do we need to touch the ceiling? How many hairs 
can be laid along the wall?“ Each child measures on its own. You can show them how to organize 
entering of measured data in the plan (dimensions*). After finishing your tour of the flat, ask the 
kids about the sizes they measured in individual rooms and discuss why each of them got different 
numbers. „We all have different sizes and that‘s why the measured values are different. Anička has 
small feet, so she had to make more steps and the whole room seems larger to her.“

In every room you can also have the kids draw something that can help them identify it later (the 
middle room - the heart of the house, ...). Or you can intentionally leave some room out and later 
figure out together with the kids where you haven‘t been yet.

Age group
preschoolers
schoolchildren

Architecture For Children / What is Inside / Map of Space
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Possible Modification
Hide treasure/s in one or more places in the flat for children to find it with a blank map.

*Dimension = size of components in technical drawing

>

DIMENSION

DIMENSION LINE

CROWFOOT
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A Dream Room

Reading the house plan. Getting to know one‘s environment.

1
Chat with children about rooms in their homes. 
Then divide them into groups each of which 
will be assigned one room, and give them 
some time to put together everything that can 
and must be in them according to children, 
e.g. anteroom: coat stands, a mat, mirror, light, 
shoe cupboard; bedroom – a bed, wardrobe, 
reading lamp, bedside table. Then discuss it 
together. Chat about where they spend the 
most time, what they do and how they feel 
there. Close the discussion by saying that 
every one of us is different and that‘s why we 
like different things and feel well in different 
environments and that‘s right „My house my 
castle.“ To conclude with, you can project 
the pictures from the photographer James 
Mollison‘s project „Where Children Sleep“ and 
open the topic of different cultures, rich and 
poor, ...

Architecture For Children / What is Inside / A Dream Room

3 hours

Age Group 
preschoolers
schoolchildren

Teaching Aids 
a shoebox for each child, cuttings from diverse fabrics and other 
materials, catalogues of furniture and furnishings (Ikea, „Bydlení dnes“,...)

Sources
www.jamesmollison.com

2
Now try to create your ideal room! Children get 
a shoebox each. Prepare cuttings of different 
fabrics and other materials (fur, lino, strings, 
crepe paper, wallpaper, fancy and colour 
papers,...). Ideal for the purpose are furniture 
and furnishings catalogues (e.g. Ikea) – to 
make their use easier, set aside one place 
for all catalogues, a  ‚Furniture Store‘. Here 
children will come shopping. We recommend 
assisting younger kids with building furniture 
models which they can cover with transfers by 
themselves and place in their ideal room. The 
rest is in children‘s hands, imagination has no 
limits (a swimming pool on the roof of the room 
was nothing unique :)



GALLERY
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IMAGINE THAT YOU ARE…
Children walk around the room and 
respond to tasks given by the teacher by 
expressing them using body movements. 
Leave them stay in that state for at least 
one minute so they can put themselves in 
the given situation.

For example: „Imagine that you are the 
tallest/the shortest of all in the room/ 
you want to take up the largest possible 
area/hide away some place/ you must 
behave as quiet as you can.“

Movement Games
To start the day or before every bigger activity we recommend doing a few 
physical activities with children. They serve for relaxation, warming-up, burning 
the morning energy or, conversely, to start a new day. Children then better 
concentrate on a lot of information, often new to them, and unknown kinds of 
activities. The following and similar games will help the children better understand 
the space they find themselves in through play.

THE GORDIAN KNOT
Children form a circle standing right next 
to each other, they close their eyes 
and raise their arms forward, toward 
the centre. Then they try to get hold of 
somebody else‘s hand. When everybody 
holds somebody‘s hand, they open their 
eyes and their task is to disentangle from 
the huddle without letting go of the hand 
they are holding. Sometimes it turns out 
that two intertwined circles have been 
formed.

YOUR NAME WITH A MOVEMENT
A game at introducing oneself. 
Children stand in a circle. They 
introduce themselves one after 
another by saying their names 
and making a movement. The 
rest of them repeat the name 
and the movement.

Architecture For Children / Movement Games



MOLECULES
This game offers a whole range of modifications and variations. To begin with, children 
can learn a few basic variations that can be extended and combined in gradual steps 
and thereby enhance the training of their sharp eye and perception of space during 
classes. At the beginning explain to children what are molecules. „...small particles that 
everything in the world is made up of and that constantly move at various speeds. Now 
we are going to become molecules and walk around the room in different directions 
and at different speeds as instructed...“ Also tell the children to mind their safety and 
the safety of the others (i.e. no bumping into others on purpose).
Variants:
1. A speed scale of 1-5 / where 1 is the slowest movement, hardly discernible, 2 is like 
stretching after waking-up, 3 like a leisurely stroll, 4 we run to catch a bus, 5 hurrying 
to a sweetshop to get some ice cream. Let the kids do all the variants first and then 
assign them randomly.

2. Grouping / Children move around the room and when the teacher says a number 
they must form a group of the given number, e.g. of three, five ... The classic game 
´Molecules move around!´.

3. Directions / Agree on different possible directions with the kids in which you will 
move in the room. E.g. walking to the right in a circle, to the opposite side, walking on 
tiptoes to reach out as high as possible

4. Shapes / Children are asked to represent different kinds of molecules. E.g. 
imagine you are an angry molecule and walk around the room making only choppy 
movements/ an affectionate, emotional molecule making only rounded movements/  
a molecule at sea with everything around you swelling in waves/ a confused molecule 
moving in a clumsy uncoordinated way.

BUBBLE
Children stand in a circle and 
hold hands. Then they slowly 
come closer together towards 
the centre. „The bubble is 
blowing up!“ We all blow toward 
the centre, the circle is inflating 
until the imaginary bubble inside 
bursts and the kids fall down.
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